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bAmboo iNSEcT 
HouSiNG
Dear Earth Garden,
I managed to rescue a heap of 
bamboo prunings before they were 
consigned to landfill.  Bamboo is 
such a useful plant for plant supports 
and the feathery ends are good for 
mulch.  The best part, though, are the 
small ends, cut into handy lengths 
with various diameters.  These can 
be bundled together and tied to tree 
branches for beneficial insects to use 
for the next generation.
 Little skill is required for this 
project: a small fine-toothed saw, 
pliers, secateurs and some wire will 
do.  I’m sure most gardeners will have 
these on hand and costs should be 
minimal.  occasional observations 
could pay off, to see what holes 
have been, or are being, used, so 
adjustments can be made for next 
season.
 If you get the chance to get 
some bamboo, do give a bundle or 
two to friends, relatives, community 
gardeners, allotment holders, even 
guerrilla gardeners.  We really do need 

these useful insects in our gardening 
life.  good hunting and great bundling!
Alan Stewart

HoTTEST To cooLEST
To The editor
I was fortunate to win a Solar Whiz 

through the global export Solutions 
promotion with you earlier in the year.  
The room over which we have had it 
installed has gone from the hottest 
room in the house to the coolest.
 Thank you very much to global 
export Solutions and to Earth Garden 
for making our living environment so 
much more comfortable.
Sincerely, Jill Bradley

Thanks for sharing this Jill, and we’re 
so pleased it’s working well.  Jill was 
one of our lucky three winners in our 
natural Home Volume Five promotion. 
The book is still available from The 
Good Life Book Club — (03) 5424 1814. 
To find out more on this device go to 
www.solarwhiz.com and you also 
might like to get hold of EG 158 for 
Alan Gray’s Solar Whiz ‘Road Test’. 

— Fiona

DoN’T WASTE THoSE 
AppLES: mAkE ciDER
Hi Fiona,
new Year greetings from guildford, 
england.  every year in Britain 
thousands of tons of garden apples 
ripen, fall and rot or end up on 
compost heaps.  Is this also true in 
Australia?
 We have refined a simple method 
of making cider in a domestic kitchen 
— see our short video at onslowsdry 

Bamboo: great housing material for humans and insects.

The Solar Whiz ceiling 
exhaust fan.
Photo courtesy of 
Solazone Marcoola.
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Don’t forget that you can link up with like-
minded Earth Gardeners, share recipes, 
gardening tips, photos, read articles and 
catch up with loads of news and events 
— on The Path website.  Just go to www.
earthgarden.com.au and click the link.  
Membership is easy and free.
Plus you can find ‘Earth Garden’ and ‘Back 
Yard Farmer’ on Facebook.

channel on YouTube  http://youtu.
be/Qvc0cCh5r0c.
 In Britain secondhand domestic 
juicers are in plentiful supply on eBay 
— I imagine they were bought on a 
health kick and never much used.  our 
method is low cost, efficient and easily 
accessible.  Traditional methods are not.
 As I write this, here in Britain the 
cider-making season is over for this year.  
With you in Australia it is approaching.  
overall, I wish to see people using and 
enjoying their apples as cider rather 
than the fruit going to waste.
Dr Nevin J Stewart (retired 
industrial chemist), Guildford, UK.

fRom THE EARTH 
GARDEN pATH
Sharing the joys of living green
When I first discovered Earth Garden 
it opened the door to a community 

of people that are as passionate 
about gardening and sustainability 
as I am.  I had felt like the odd one 
out, but no more!  It was wonderful 
to read all the stories of others living 
harmoniously with nature, or at least 

doing their best.  My partner and I 
have just bought our first home.  We 
are so excited about designing our 
garden and creating our own little 
piece of paradise.  Inspired by the 
many wonderful stories I have read in 
the magazine, I have been compelled 
to start a blog about our eco-living 
journey.  Please visit at http://
bellbirdsnpeashoots.blogspot.com.au.  
Happy gardening! 
Bellbird

Some replies
When I found Earth Garden, it was 
handed to me by a mate at work 
wrapped in a newspaper – it was like 
we were in The Matrix — we didn’t 
want to be seen as hippies.  The first 
year I read it at work I felt naughty — I 
recycle and reuse and I even garden 
— it was my dirty secret.  now I have 
come out of the garden shed — I leave 
them on the desk, talk about healthy 
stuff, gardening and being responsible 
for ourselves and the world we 
commune in.  now we are looking at 
getting property, designing a house 
and teaching our kids about the joys of 
being a hippie ... I mean living green.
Shornsheep

Hi Bellbird.  I enjoyed reading your 
blog — keep it up.  Since reading 
about it a couple of years ago I have 
been really interested in the chook 
clock idea.  I haven’t had the room 
to give it a go as yet so would love to 
follow how you go with yours.
Poa

Dr Nevin 
has refined 
a method 
for making 
cider in the 
kitchen.


	NEVIN.S.1
	NEVIN.S.2

