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LETTERS

We live in an economic system 
where the tail is wagging the dog.

Labour leaders earn millions every 
month from membership fees, while 
labour legislation and salary increases 
resulted in the loss of 100 000 jobs during 
the first quarter of 2013. A quarter of 
the population is unemployed and this 
does not include those who have given 
up hope of ever being employed.

South Africa’s labour force is the most 
militant and unproductive in the world, 
and for this reason it is too expensive. The 
time has to come for labour to accept that 
half-a-loaf is better than no bread at all.

Farming is the cornerstone of every 
country, but farmers have to be made, 
and are not born. This must include 
three to four years at an agricultural 
college or university, followed by seven to 
10 years working for a successful farmer.

Farming is notorious for generating 
a low return on investment. It is 
also very high risk and dependent 
on the climate. Government’s 
involvement in increasing minimum 
wages and changing legislation, all 
add up to frustrate the farmer.

Successful farmers are those who 
continually develop themselves and not 
depend on handouts. Not many farmers’ 
sons want to farm because they know it is 
the most difficult way to make a living.
Digby Tilsley, Fouriesburg

There is no cider-
making tradition in 
South Africa. This 
may seem surprising, 
particularly as 
South Africa is 
ranked number 16 
in terms of annual 
apple production. 

I don’t find it 
surprising, as the 
traditional cider-
making method 
of pulp-and-press, 
requires big, unwieldy, 
and expensive kit. 
And on a small scale 
(tens of gallons), juice 
yields are low at 40% 
to 60%. Not so with 
my juice-and-strain 
method, which is 
quick, clean, low-
cost, and efficient.

I obtain a 65% 
juice yield in 
a process that 
can easily be 
carried out 
in a domestic 
kitchen.

More UK 
apple farmers 
are producing 
fewer types 
of apples 
due to the 
restrictions imposed 
by the EU and 
large-scale food 
production systems. 
At the same time, 
apples from heirloom 
varieties are being 
sourced for boutique 
cider production. 

One particular 
aspect of the juice-

and-strain method 
is that it opens the 
door to any fit adult to 
make clear apple juice, 
which freezes well, 
or crystal clear cider. 

The method can be 
viewed at http://youtu.
be/Qvc0cCh5r0c.
Dr Nevin J Stewart, 
via email 

On behalf of the 
Grahamstown Riding 
Club committee, the 
members and the 
participants in the 
Settlers Show, we 
would like to thank 
Farmer’s Weekly for 

your support of 
the GRC’s major 
annual event. 

Notwithstanding 
some truly grim riding 
weather, the show was 
a huge success and 
immensely enjoyed 

by competitors and 
spectators alike. 

None of this would 
have been possible 
without the generosity 
of our sponsors.
Marielle Ford, 
GRC committee 

Establishing a  
cider-making 
tradition

Most difficult way 
to make a living

Sponsorship of Settlers Show 

Young veterinarians, who qualified in November last year, 
are unable to find employment seven months later. It is a very 
expensive, long and hard seven years of study at a university and 
there are no vacancies for young veterinarians. – Anonymous

No jobs for young vets

Land reform is an ongoing issue, but the 
registration of the sale of a 303ha farm by Bulelani 
Zuma to Coenraad Viljoen in the King William’s 
Town district for R2,4 million (5 July), is surely 
a sign of normality. Unfortunately, it could also 
be seen as counterproductive to land reform! 
Guy Emslie, via email

Farm sales:  
the new normal

In the ‘Local chicken is lekker’ 
article of 12 July (p14), the 
auditing firm’s name was stated 
as Binder Dijker Otte (BDO), it 
is instead BDO South Africa.

Matter of fact

• Farmer’s Weekly has a high 
regard for factual accuracy 
and welcomes reader input.

This reader 
says farming is 

notorious for being 
very high risk.
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ABOVE:
This writer 
says South 
Africa is 
ranked 
number 16 in 
the world, in 
terms of apple 
production.
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